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    Abstract
Background The purpose of this work was to evaluate the association between socioeconomic circumstances in early life and poor self-rated health in adulthood, and to determine whether this association varies depending on birth cohort.

Methods Using data from the 2005 Living Conditions Survey carried out in a Spanish population sample, separate analyses were made for persons born between 1941 and 1959 who lived their childhood and adolescence in a period marked by absence of economic growth in Spain, and those born between 1960 and 1980. The authors estimated of the relation of financial difficulties in adolescence, occupation of father, education of father and education of mother with poor self-reported health, adjusted for the measures of socioeconomic position in adulthood. Also evaluated was the possibility of interaction between early and adult socioeconomic position and the cumulative effect of low socioeconomic position across the life course.

Results In the two cohorts, the presence of financial difficulties in adolescence showed an association with an increased risk of poor self-rated health; in contrast, the relation of occupation and education of parents with poor self-rated health varied depending on the birth cohort and gender of the study subjects. The effect of family financial situation was shown to accumulate over the life course, whereas the effect of socioeconomic position across the life course was heterogeneous when occupation and education of parents were used.

Conclusion The importance of financial difficulties in the household has probably not varied over time; in contrast, the heterogeneity of the findings regarding occupation and education of parents suggests that the importance of these indicators and, consequently, their aetiological pathways may differ depending on the gender and birth cohort of the study subjects.
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